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Four young foreign Brothers took 
up residence in LaMennais Hall for the 
beginning of Walsh University’s new 
academic year. We welcome them to 
the province, placing them in the capa-
ble hands of Br. Guy Roddy, local su-
perior and “expert” in meeting the 
needs of our student Brothers. 

Br. Protas Mangu, the senior 
member of this group, was born 
in Tanzania in 1971. Having 
joined the congregation in 1993, 
he professed final vows in2000. 
After his initial four years of 
teaching in Meru, Kenya and at 
Majengo, he completed his 
B.A.Ed. studies in 2007 as a 
student of Kisubi Brothers Univ. 
majoring in history and English. 

Returning to teaching first in 
Duluti and then in Babati, he 
also served as Deputy Head-
master in both settings. In addi-
tion to his school duties he 
served as superior of the school 
community. He was elected to 
the provincial council three 
years ago while serving as Pro-
vincial Secretary. 

While pursuing a Master’s in 
Education, Br. Protas hopes to find 
time for his hobbies – movies and 
news reports – along with moments for 
“chatting and walking.” 

Br. Athanas Kalua, was born in 
1976 (the first of 7 children) in the 
Tabora region of Tanzania. In the con-
gregation since 1999, he became a 
perpetually professed  member in 
2009. While pursuing his undergradu-
ate studies at Kisubi Brothers Center, 
he taught at St. Justin’s in Uchama. As 
a computer wizard he subsequently 

taught the last 5 years at Pandahill 
Secondary School in Mbyea. 

Br. Athanas is enrolled in the Walsh 
MBA program, bringing with him an 
interest in the pursuit of knowledge via 
the internet, TV and journals. His pre-
ferred activities include jogging, mov-
ies, music, travelling and “conversing 
with friends and elders.” 

Br. Benedict Odhiambo,was born 
(1980) and raised in Kenya. He started 
his initial formation in 1999 in Moshi 
and went to Uganda for his novitiate 
and scholasticate. After earning a B.A. 
in Ed., he taught English in four 
schools of the Tanzania-Kenya Prov-
ince of St. Michael the Archangel. 

He writes “I have been privileged to 
serve briefly as the Province’s Voca-
tion Director, Provincial Secretary and 
Postulate Director among other duties. 
I was also lucky to have the opportunit-
ty to do Theological and Philosophical 

Studies at the prestigious Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas D’Aquino in 
Rome, Italy.” 

Among his hobbies he includes 
“playing soccer, making new friends, 
learning new languages” as well as 
music, gardening, reading and travel-
ling. 

After a year of immersion in an 
American setting to work at his 
mastery of the English lan-
guage, Haitian Br. Joslyn Gon-
trand (31) will begin his MBA 
studies. For a few weeks this 
summer he helped staff a vaca-
tion camp directed by two Ca-
nadian Brothers in Huatusco, 
Mexico. 

  All four Brothers are grateful to 
all who have made this year of 
studies possible and who pro-
vide for their accommodations. 
They are committed to further-
ing the knowledge, skills and 
Christian values they will need 
to better serve the people of 
God wherever they  will be sent. 
We wish them well! 

Walsh’s LaMennais Hall Takes on an  

International Flavor 

Brothers: Athanas Kalua (l), Jocelyn Gontrand, Protas Mangu and 

Benedict Odhiambo 

ATTENTION enthusiastic 

readers of Br. Francis’ WE 

REMEMBER II. Br. Patrick’s 

Volume I of this series of biog-

raphies of our departed Broth-

ers of the US Province is avail-

able for a $5.00 donation to 

cover the processing cost. 

Send inquiries to the Clarion 

address found on page 4. 



 

The ALS Challenge Reaches the Notre Dame Campus 

It is hard not to notice this summer how many people  

throughout the country have taken – or not - the ice bucket 

challenge. On the Hill, challenged by YCSI administrators, 

the dare was accepted by Brothers  Jerome Lessard 

(provincial) and Francis Blouin, himself a victim of ALS, 

also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. The publicity sur-

rounding these public displays brings much needed aware-

ness to the debilitating illness while raising money for the 

research. 

Megan Gendron,  Director of Development for York County 

Shelter based on the NDI campus, organized the event 

billed in support of Br. Francis who is seen as “a remarka-

ble man with an incredible history of helping others.”   

This somewhat offbeat but meaningful fundraiser is gener-

ating increased sympathy for those fighting against this 

neurological disease that eventually fully paralyzes its victim while leaving their minds 

intact. ALS is a disease whose cause if often unknown and for which there is no cure. 

Hence the need for accelerated research. 
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This summer Br. Francis was seen si ng in his mo-

torized chair in front of Notre Dame Hall, enjoying 

his favorite pas me, reading. His ge ng about and 

off campus tes fies to his determina on not to let 

ALS get him down. All expect kindhearted and giving 

Brother Francis to face the increasing challenge with 

his usual courage and grace. 

With advancing age mobility about the Alfred property  

and beyond is increasingly becoming evident, especially 

for Br. Francis. A generous donor , a very close friend of 

Brother and of the community, decided to provide a 

handicap accessible van with an electric li . Br. Francis’ 

nephew Paul Theriault funded the special mechanism 

and its installa on. This long-term gi  will bring blessings 

on the community long a er the immediate beneficiary 

no longer needs this mode of transporta on. 

The craze has reached the Walsh Univ. campus in Ohio 

where, according to Br. Ernest’s report “several persons have 

joined the ice bucket brigade and go en stoned with hard 

water cubes!” Pres. Richard Jusseaume, Academic V-P/

Provost Dr. Laurence Bove and V-P for Athle cs Dale Howard 

par cipated in the challenge in honor of their friend and Wal-

sh’s third President, Br. Francis Blouin.  Dona ons from this 

campus event will benefit the John Paul II Medical Research 

Ins tute. 

 Thank you,  

Our Donors 

(up to Sept. 1) 

Bill Boddie 

Marc Bolduc 

Leo Bouchard 

Paul Boyer 

Rita Brodeur 

Joe Cuchetti 

Pete Delesderniers 

Sr. Constance Drouin 

Joe Francoeur 

Dorothy Hodson 

Margaret Klein 

Joe Lacasse 

Ray & Blanche Lessard 

Joanne Lombardi 

Pauline Nadeau 

Ernesto Ramirez 

Ted & Rita Richard 

Leo St. Pierre 

Br. Henry Monday is striving for his 

driver’s license to be of greater ser-

vice to Br. Francis. Mr. Bob Black 

and several Brothers have given him 

lessons. 

Brothers Jerome and Francis 

patiently wait for the September 4 

bucket challenge to be over with. 
Br. Francis and Br. Jerome finally 

accept the ice. 
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On July 19, during the Alfred Town Festival, the sec-

ond annual Simple Gift Jam Session was held on 

the grounds of the Shaker Museum celebrating the 

easily recognized 1841 hymn written by Joseph 

Brackett of the Alfred Shaker Settlement. 

Several volunteer groups came on campus for work projects 

including a dozen young people from the Bethany Covenant 

Church of Bedford, NH who spruced up the Notre Dame lake-

front  one Friday for summer rentees. 

Thanks to Br. Ray Fortin, Br. Marcel 

Crete enjoyed his old hobby – blueber-

ry picking – during a brief visit to the 

Notre Dame campus. 

In early August Brs. Jerome Lessard 

and Guy Roddy met in Pittsburgh, PA 

for the annual CMSM assembly. They 

were the guests of the Passionist 

Fathers of St. Paul’s Retreat Center. Longtime summer volunteers, Bill Boddie and Pete 

Delesdernier tackle various projects on campus while 

waiting for the apple store operations to begin  Labor 

Day Weekend. 

The June retreat, directed by diocesan priest John 

Collins (center) was greatly appreciated not only 

by the Brothers but also by invited guests Roger 

Lamontagne and Albert Cormier. 

In August, the three Plattsburgh Brothers, Charles 

Thomas, Raymond Fortin, and Mark Couture, relo-

cated to the Notre Dame Campus, their new home. 

←At a province dinner, this year’s 

three Jubilarians – Brs. Marcel 

Sylvestre and David Denicourt 

(70) and Mark Couture (60) – were 

celebrated on Sunday, June 22 

←Brothers Francis and 

Henry Monday were 

visited by two Ugan-

dans newly relocated in 

the US, Edward and 

Sarah Nakimera and 

li le Francis. Both are 

Kisubi University gradu-

ates and employees, 

Edward servicing as 

plant manager, 

and Sarah as com-

puter instructor. 

Highlights 

of  the 

summer 

of  2014 
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Assistants to the General Play a Vital Role 

The Superior General  - the highest au-

thority in the Congrega on  - is assisted by a 

Council of three Assistants (C145). With faith 

and realism, the General Council studies 

ques ons concerning the Congrega on, es-

pecially those dealing with its personnel and 

its works.  C-146  

The Assistants general are normally 

elected for six years by the General Chapter 

(C 136) 

Their role consists in giving their advice 

and consent when it is needed for the validi-

ty of certain decisions of the Superior Gen-

eral and to help him in the government and 

anima on of the Congrega on by their fra-

ternal collabora on, informa on and sug-

ges ons (C – 137) in fidelity to the Rule of 

Life and General chapter decisions (D-161) 

They visit Provinces/Districts assigned 

to them, giving the Superior General periodi-

cal reports on the situa on of the communi-

es (D-164), enabling him to keep abreast of 

the life of the Brothers (C-132). 

This summer Asst. Br. 

Guillermo Davila spent a 

month on the Walsh Univ. 

campus in No. Canton, OH. 

His prac cal purpose was to 

immerse himself in an Eng-

lish-speaking se ng in his 

a empt to “improve his 

English language skills.” 
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However, this ever alert confrere was 

at work on campus encouraging university 

officials and faculty to strengthen the links 

between Walsh and other Mennaisian ins -

tu ons. The Uruguayan na ve is following 

closely the connec on begun last summer 

between Walsh and his home South Ameri-

can province. Pres. Richard Jusseaume is 

fully in support of these developments. 

At the general administra on level, Br. 

Davila is responsible for the development 

of  the Mennaisian Family throughout the 

congrega on. As such he is available to 

assist any region in the implementa on of 

its associate program. 

   In October Asst. Gerard 

Byaruhanga will be vis-

i ng the province with a 

special mandate from the 

General, Br. Yannick Hous-

say. Due to the dwindling 

number of Brothers and 

houses, the province will 

lose its status as such.  Two op ons are 

ours. We could become a district, a status 

granted to a diminishing province or in 

many cases to a region, usually in mission 

territory where voca ons are plen ful thus 

enabling the region to break from its 

founding province. 

The other op on for the US region, 

now cons tuted of 18 Brothers in two com 

communi es, is to become part of the 

Canadian province from which we separat-

ed in 1946. Several years ago both the 

English and Italian regions were assimilat-

ed by France for the same reasons. Br. 

Gerard will spend his weeks interviewing 

the Brothers to assess the state of the 

province and the wishes of the Brothers. A 

change is expected by mid-2015. 

Fall 2014 


